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NATIONWIDE PERMIT No. 14
LINEAR TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS

Activities required for the construction, expansion, modification, or improvement of linear
transportation crossings (e.g., highways, railways, trails, airport runways, and taxiways) in waters
of the US, including wetlands, if the activity meets the following criteria:

a. This NWP is subject to the following acreage limits:

(1) For linear transportation projects in non-tidal waters, provided the discharge
does not cause the loss of greater than “%-acre of waters of the US; or

(2) For linear transportation projects in tidal waters, provided the discharge does
not cause the loss of greater than 1/3-acre of waters of the US.

b. The permittee must notify the District Engineer in accordance with General Condition
13 if any of the following criteria are met:

(1) The discharge causes the loss of greater than 1/10-acre of waters of the US; or
(2) There is a discharge in a special aquatic site, including wetlands;

c. The nofification must include a compensatory mitigation proposal to offset permanent
losses of waters of the US to ensure that those losses result only in minimal adverse effects to the
aquatic environment and a statement describing how temporary losses will be minimized to the
maximum extent practicable;

d. For discharges in special aquatic sites, including wetlands, and stream riffle and pool
complexes, the notification must include a delineation of the affected special aquatic sites;

e. The width of the fill is limited to the minimum necessary for the crossing;

f.  This permit does not authorize stream channelization, and the authorized activities
must not cause more than minimal changes to the hydraulic flow characteristics of the stream,
increase flooding, or cause more than minimal degradation of water quality of any stream (see
General Conditions 9 and 21);

g. This permit cannot be used to authorize non-linear features commonly associated with

transportation projects, such as vehicle maintenance or storage buildings, parking lots, train
stations, or aircraft hangars; and
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NATIONWIDE PERMIT No. 14
LINEAR TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS (cont’d)

h. The crossing is a single and complete project for crossing waters of the US. Where a
road segment (i.e., the shortest segment of a road with independent utility that is part of a larger
project) has multiple crossings of streams (several single and complete projects) the Corps will
consider whether it should use its discretionary authority to require an Individual Permit. (Sections
10 and 404)

Note: Some discharges for the construction of farm roads, forest roads, or temporary roads for

moving mining equipment may be eligible for an exemption from the need for a Section 404
permit (see 33 CFR 323.4).
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